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THE EDITORIAL OUTLOOK 


A Deeper Meaning of the Biennial Meeting 


Participation in the work and worship of the 
Biennial Meeting at Pittsburgh was for many a 
close approach to an experience of The Church. 
Most of our experiences are of a church, and 
most of our calculations are in terms of the 
churches. For those who have the ecumenical 
mind there is often a consciousness that every 
parish service is a part of the life of The Church, 
likewise every denominational assembly. But 
the special concerns of the local church and of 
the communion are frequently so emphasized as 
to preclude awareness of the universal factors 
- from which the particular derives its significance. 


At Pittsburgh we thought and spoke primarily 
about The Church, though having always in the 
back of our minds the local churches and the 
communions which we represented as delegates. 
We knew that we were not The Church; for we 
knew that some important churches even in our 
own country were not represented among us, 
and only a few from other lands. Furthermore, 
The Church transcends all our contemporary 
and human institutions. Nevertheless, our pre- 
vailing mood and purpose were so lifted as to 
bring the particular values of the parts we sever- 
ally represented into perspective in relation to 
the values of the whole. And that may be the 
most significant contribution of the Federal 
Council and of its Biennial Meeting to the 
Kingdom of God. 


The Opportunity of the Federal Council 


Remarks of Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam 

on the Occasion of His Election to the Presidency 

of the Council 

I appreciate, far more than any words of mine 
can express, the honor that by this action you 
have conferred upon me. I have long believed 
that the Presidency of The Federal Council of © 
the Churches of Christ in America is the highest 
honor that can come to an American church- 
man. In the light of this belief, I accept this 
office in a spirit of humility and pledge you that 
to the limit of my abilities I will serve under 
your direction with very great joy. 

During the years I have been privileged to 
attend the meetings of the Executive Commit- 
tee, I have learned that the road to unity is the 
road of codperation. In the Commission to 
Study the Bases of a Just and Durable Peace, I 
have seen men and women of many communions 
work to the end that law and order shall sup- 
plant international anarchy. In committees 
charged with drafting a message for Labor Day 
or Race Relations Sunday, similarly represen- 
tatives of denominations have become one in 
their resolve to speak clearly in the realms of 
economic justice and racial brotherhood. We 
have worked together in the name of our Lord 
and in common service we have become one. 
But we have done more than work together. We 
have worshipped together. When I have bowed 
in prayer, I have heard a brother pray. I have 
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never asked “Is he a Methodist? A Baptist? An 
Episcopalian?”” I have known that he was a 
member of God’s family, that he was my brother, 
and that we worship the same Father, follow the 
same Lord. Some day, please God, there will 
be one Church of Christ throughout the earth. 
I. am convinced that the day draws nearer with 
each act of codperation, each hour of common 
worship, each day-of fellowship. 

Man has sought social unity on the basis of 
class, or race, or nation. These concepts are too 
small to unite man for social emancipation. On 
the class basis we can but unite men to fight an- 
other class. So too with race and nation. We 
need a larger unifying concept, one large enough 
to include all men. We find it in the Christian 
doctrine of brotherhood, the family of God. But 
it is only a united Church that can proclaim such 
a doctrine of social unity and expect a hearing. 
If we are to end contemporary acquiescence in 
injustice, we must speak as one. If we are to 
meet our full obligation in the matter of world 
law and order, we must speak together. If we 
are to demand that a man’s opportunity to live 
and to labor is to be based upon his character 
and his capacity, and not be determined by his 
color, we must speak in unison. If present con- 
ceptions of property and of sovereignty are to be 
revised to serve the common good, we must 
speak as Christians. 

We enter an era in which our common faith 


must become a common purpose and eventuate- 


in a common act. It is one thing to proclaim 
brotherhood. It is another to discover the 
means to make brotherhood the practice of the 
common life. The sorry spectacle of idle 
machines, unused material, and unemployed men 
present at one time is not only a challenge to 
executive, economist and engineer to bring them 
together and insure high productivity, it is a 
moral issue that summons the Church to speak 
and to act. The economic order cannot exist 
half-Christian and half-Mammon. We cannot 
bring together the mutually exclusive principles 
of self-interest as the essential driving force of 


the economic life, and the Christian command. 


“He who would be greatest among you must be- 
come the servant of all.” The codperating fel- 


January, 1945 


lowship revealed in the Federal Council gives 
the Church the right to condemn competitive 
struggle in the work-life of man. Without such 
cooperation, our preaching rebounds to silence 
our utterances. 

It is the function of the Church to teach the 
principles of conduct, to be a voice of judgment, 
and to be a herald of a new day. It proclaims 
the moral law, condemns its violation, and en- 
visions a society in which the will of a moral God 
rules in all the activities of men. 

In the coming two years, in which it is to be 
my honor to serve with you, we may be privi- 
leged to witness the return of peace. Let us 
pray that when the last gun is fired in this ter- 
rible war, it will be the last gun of the last war 
that man shall know. Our sons’ sons must not 
march a generation hence. Let us rear our 
structures of peace on moral foundations. Let 
us establish the justice that moral law demands. 
But above all let us preach the redeeming gospel 
of love to the human heart that forever needs a 
Saviour. May the message come at last from a 
united Church of Christ, made one in the serviee 
that flows from love, a love that lies at the heart 
of God as revealed in Jesus. 


Eastern Orthodox Churches 
and the Federal Council 


The coming of the Russian Orthodox Church 
in America into the Federal Council affords an 
opportunity for Protestant and Eastern Ortho- 
dox Christians to increase their understanding 
of each other. 

At present their modes of worship—and to 
some extent their religious ideas—may seem 
rather strange to each other. The Eastern Or- 
thodox cling tenaciously to what they believe to 
have been the doctrine and the practice of the 
early Christian centuries, prior to the division of 
the Church into the Eastern and the Western 
branches of Christianity in 1054. The Reforma- 
tion that came to the Church of the West in the 
sixteenth century did not touch the Eastern 
Church. The Eastern Church, however, had 
never developed a papacy nor had the highly 
centralized structure that characterizes the 
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Church of Rome. Although the Protestant and 
the Orthodox are far apart at certain points, 
they have too much in common to justify their 
remaining aloof from each other. 

The experience of the Eastern Orthodox 
churches in our own country has made them 
more open to fresh influences. Set down in the 
midst of a different culture, with their children 
and youth being trained in American ways, they 
have felt the need for making adaptations to the 
new environment. In this process, Protestants 
ought to be able to be of help. 

Protestants, in their turn, may find their own 
Christian insights enriched by their contacts 
with the mystical outlook of the Eastern Ortho- 
dox. There are many Protestants who can bear 
witness similar to that of Charles H. Heimsath— 
himself a Baptist—who tells us in his recent 
book that his experience in a Greek Orthodox 
cathedral has given him a far deeper sense of 
the significance of liturgical worship. Those who 
attended the World Conference on Faith and 
Order at Edinburgh in 1937 will recall that the 
Commission which studied the “communion of 
the saints” testified that this article of the 
Apostles’ Creed had enhanced meaning for them 
as a result of their coming to see it somewhat 
through the eyes of the Eastern Orthodox mem- 
bers. 

As the Orthodox take their stand by the side 
of the Protestants—both in the World Council 
and in the Federal Council—neither group ex- 
pects the other to surrender any of-its Christian 
convictions. They know that they have enough 
in common as fellow-Christians to be able to re- 
spect each other at the points of differences, 
even if they do not altogether understand each 
other at first. 


Toward Understanding the 
Negro Point of View 

The orderly progress of race relations in this 
country has been retarded by a number of 
things, not the least of which has been inade- 
quate interpretation to the white group of the 
basic hopes and desires of Negroes. Interpre- 
tation of a kind there has been—as witness the 
sermons and addresses by white speakers on 
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“What the Negro Wants.” At best, however, 
they indicate only what a white man thinks the 
Negro wants, and the interpretation therefore 
is likely to be distorted. To correct the dis- 
tortion we need to hear from Negroes them- 
selves. 

A significant contribution at this point has 
been made by the recent publication by the 
Commission on the Church and the Minority 
Peoples of a statement entitled “Negro Church- 
men Speak to White Churchmen” (described 
elsewhere in these pages). The 100 Negro 
churchmen over whose names the statement is 
issued speak with candor yet with courtesy to 
their white brethren. On the central issue of 
segregation within the Church they speak not 
from self-interest, but with the integrity of the 
whole Church at heart. “Can any church” they 
say, ‘“‘be basically Christian that denies fellow- 
ship or membership on the ground of color or 
race? The Church must make up its mind on 


_ this issue, do the Christian thing, and leave the 


consequences to God.” 

In view of the forthcoming National Study 
Conference on the Church and Minority Peoples 
a document of this kind is eminently timely. 


“A Cut-Flower Civilization” 


In Elton Trueblood’s thoughtful diagnosis of 
the state of our civilization three points emerge: 

(1) The poison of secularism has entered 
deeply into modern life. 

(2) Scientific education is no adequate phy- 
sician. It puts vast power into man’s hands but 
is morally neutral as to the ends for which that 
power is to be used. 

(3) Ethics affords no adequate remedy. We 
have magnificent moral ideals like democracy 
and brotherhood, but they are impotent. Their 
impotence is due to our trying to maintain them 
apart from the Christian faith that produced 
them. Ours is “a cut-flower civilization.” Cut 
flowers may be very beautiful but they do not 
last long when separated from their sustaining 
roots. 

If this diagnosis is correct, the dynamic center 
of all our efforts must be to produce men and 
women of sturdy Christian faith. 
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The Council at Work 


its Biennial Meeting in Pittsburgh, November 

28-30 are indicated by the actions printed else- 
where in these pages. But in order to suggest the scope 
of its interests and its way of working it is necessary to 
review other factors. 

Interest was directed beyond the national frontiers not 
only by items on the agenda dealing with world order 
and overseas relief and reconstruction but also by the 
participation of the delegates of the United Church of 
Canada, addresses by Rev. Bryan Green and Dr. John 
R. Temple of London, greetings from the British Council 
of Churches, a radiogram from Dr. W. A. Visser t’Hooft 
and Dr. A. L. Warnshuis from Geneva indicating very 
great need, and an inspiring address by Dr. John R. 
Mott on the contribution of the late Archbishop of Can- 
terbury to the World Council of Churches. 

A new feature of the meeting was a comprehensive re- 
port and interpretation of the major trends and problems 
on the Council’s horizon by the General Secretary, Dr. 
Samuel McCrea Cavert. This, together with the printed 
reports of the various departments and commissions of 
the Council, presented an inclusive view. 

Carefully prepared addresses were delivered on vari- 
ous interests of the Council: Mr. John Foster Dulles, 
Chairman of the Commission on a Just and Durable 
Peace, ‘(How the Churches Can Influence the Peace”; 
Mr. John G. Ramsay, of the United Steel Workers of 
America, “Interpreting the Church to Organized Labor”; 
Chaplain George F. Rixey, Deputy Chief of Army Chap- 
lains, and Dr. William B. Pugh, Chairman of the Gen- 
eral Commission on Army and Navy Chaplains, reporting 
on the service of the churches through the chaplains in 
the armed forces; Dr. Roy A. Burkhart, of Columbus, 
Ohio, “Ministering to Returning Service Men and 
Women”; Dr. Mark A. Dawber, Executive Secretary of 
the Home Missions Council; Dr. E. C. Farnham, Secre- 
tary of the Los Angeles Council of Churches, and Bishop 
Ivan Lee Holt, discussing the place of Protestantism in 
the community pattern; Rev. Phillip M. Widenhouse, of 
the Washington Federation of Churches, and Professor E. 
G. Homrighausen, of Princeton Theological Seminary, 
“Reaching the Other Half for the Church”; Dr. Ernest 
H. Cherrington, General Secretary, Methodist Board of 
Temperance and Public Morals, “A New Approach to 
the Liquor Problem.” 

The worship services were conducted by Bishop W. 
J. Walls, Miss Margaret T. Applegarth and Dr. Gordon 
A. Sisco. A special public service which included the 
presidential address by the retiring president, Rt. Rev. 
Henry St. George Tucker, and the inauguration of the 
new president and vice-president was held in Trinity 


he results of the work of the Federal Council in 


Cathedral on the closing evening of the meeting. 

An unusual feature of the meeting was a dinner for 
members of the Council at which statements were made 
concerning recent and prospective developments in radio 
as seen by leaders of the industry. The speakers were 
Dr. Harrison B. Summers, Manager of Public Service 
Division, Blue Network, and Dr. Max Jordan, Director 
of Religious Broadcasting, NBC. 

Most of an afternoon was devoted to a series of brief 
statements by representatives of churches of eight differ- 
ent communities reporting constructive steps taken in 
their respective communities by churches for achieving 
better race relations. 


In addition to the actions reported elsewhere the Coun- 
cil voted affirmatively on the application of the Russian 
Orthodox Church in America for membership and nega- 
tively on the application of the Universalist Church. The 
latter action was by vote of the denominational delega- 
tions which reported a majority vote in the negative; con- 
sequently the matter was not voted upon by the Council 
as a whole because the Constitution requires that churches 
are admitted to membership by a two-thirds vote of the 
bodies represented, each body voting separately, and a 
two-thirds vote of the members voting at a session of the 
Council. The Executive Committee was requested by 
the Council to study the matter of the membership of 
very small churches. Several churches of less than five 
thousand members had applied for membership. Action 
on their applications was deferred pending the study by 
the Executive Committee. A proposal that the Council 
undertake to secure more widespread reading of the Bible 
in public schools was referred to the Executive Commit- 
tee for study and consultation with the International 
Council of Religious Education. To the Executive Com- 
mittee was also referred a proposal from the Brethren 
Service Committee that the Council consider establishing 
a service agency for administering relief abroad. The 
Executive Secretary was instructed to communicate to 
the Hon. Cordell Hull the Council’s appreciation of his 
service in the interest of world order and its solicitude 
for the restoration of his health. 

The Business Committee was composed of Rev. Earl 
F, Adams, Chairman, Rev. John M. Alexander, Miss Ger- 


trude Apel, Bishop G. D. Batdorf, Rev. Rufus D. Bow- 


man, Rev. Theo. H. Palmquist, Miss Bertha F. Park, 
Rev. William B. Pugh, Rev. F. E. Reinartz, Bishop D. 
H. Sims, Bishop John S. Stamm, Very Rey. Sidney E. 
Sweet, Rev. Luther A. Weigle, Rev. Roswell P. Barnes, 
Staff Secretary. 

In this issue will be found resolutions on “The Churches 
and the Dumbarton Oaks Proposals,” on “Maintaining 
the Separation of Church and State” and on “The Duty 
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of the Churches in the Nation Today.” Other resolu- 
tions, which will be printed later, dealt with the indi- 
vidual income tax law, venereal disease control, the re- 
cruiting of the ministry, religious liberty, the stabilization 
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of the date of Easter, and the proposed merger of eight 
interdenominational agencies. Greetings were sent to 
the British Council of Churches and to the men_and 
women in our armed forces. 


The Churches and the Dumbarton 
Oaks Proposals 


A Statement adopted by the Council’s Biennial Meeting, 
November 28-30, 1944 


definite plan for the continuing collaboration of 

the United Nations and in due course other na- 
tions. The Federal Council of Churches has long sought 
such a step and welcomes its occurrence. It would be a 
major disaster if this war were to end without provision 
_ for such continuing collaboration, and we rejoice that 
neither the exigencies of war nor the pendency of a na- 
tional election has deterred American leadership from 
the effort to achieve this essential result. 

We recognize that transition from international 
anarchy to a complete constitutional world order can- 
not occur at a single step. It was thus to be expected 
that any presently practicable plan should fall short 
of what will be required to assure lasting peace. The 
organization proposed has many of the characteristics of 
a military alliance of a few great powers. Certain pro- 
visions seem to envisage a division of the world into re- 
gional spheres of influence dominated by one or another 
of the great powers. Reliance is placed primarily on 
force unrelated to any explicitly agreed upon principles 
of justice. Further, the proposed organization should 
be more adequately endowed with curative functions 
needed to deal with the causes of war and with creative 
functions needed to draw the nations together in fel- 
lowship. 

With all of these defects, the proposals do, however, 
have the great merit of providing for a continuing and 
virtually constant consultation of representatives of the 
great powers and of selected lesser powers under con- 
ditions which will subject what is done to the moral judg- 
ment of mankind. The Economic and Social Council, 
and related agencies, can do much to promote fellowship 
among the nations and eradicate the causes of war. If 
the proposals envisage much that partakes of a military 
alliance at least that military alliance is to be put into a 
setting which will permit public opinion to influence 
its evolution toward a more adequate general organiza- 
tion. That will, above all, require an alert and en- 
lightened attitude by the peoples of the world and a 
willingness that the conduct of their nations, whenever 
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it in fact materially affects others, shall be subject to 
international discussion and judgment at the bar of 
public opinion. 

We believe that the proposed organization, with such 
beneficial modifications as ought to result from further 
consideration by the prospective members can be de- 
veloped into one that will commend itself to the Chris- 
tian conscience. As such, we believe it should receive 
the support of our people, with full recognition of its 
present limitations and with determination to overcome 
them. Admittedly, that will be a long, hard task. We 
emphasize that success will depend not merely upon 
political measures but upon more general acceptance 
throughout the world of common moral judgments about 
national conduct. The ethical and moral standards rec- 
ognized as applying to individuals must become generally 
accepted as applicable also to national and international 
conduct. This is one of the indispensable conditions of 
world order. Without it international law can never be- 
come a reliable instrument of order. 

It is at this point that Christians have a peculiar re- 
sponsibility. We recognize it as our duty to seek to 
translate into action the beliefs which we profess. It is, 
at the same time, our profound conviction that no system 
of international security can succeed which fails to 
reckon with such principles of our faith as the impera- 
tive of the moral law, the worth of every human being, 
the precedence of human over material values, and the 
moral duty of codperative action in a world community. 
No system for the organization of world society, how- 
ever perfect in political theory and structure, can long 
succeed without the undergirding of these principles. 
And a system which may be imperfect at its inception 
may develop into something curative and creative if 
Christians are vigilant and persistent in concerted action 
to bring the moral and spiritual resources of their 
faith to bear continuously upon the problems of world 
order. 

Finally we must constantly reiterate the following 
basic affirmation of our Statement of Guiding Principles: 
WE BELIEVE that a supreme responsibility rests with 
the Church.- The Church, being a creation of God in 
Jesus Christ, is called to proclaim to all men everywhere 
the way of life. Moreover, the Church which is now in 
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reality a world community, may be used of God to de- 
velop His spirit of righteousness and love in every race 
and nation and thus to make possible a just and durable 
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peace. For this service Christians must now dedicate 
themselves, seeking forgiveness for their sins and the 
constant guidance and help of God. 


Maintaining Separation of Church and State 


A statement adopted by the Council’s Biennial Meeting, 
November 28-30, 1944 

OR more than one hundred and fifty years our 
HK nation has cherished its heritage of the separation 

of Church and State. When this principlé was first 
adopted and written into the Constitution of the United 
States it was an original experiment, without precedent 
in Europe. The formulation and the maintenance of this 
principle throughout our history has been one of the 
most important contributions of our country to political 
theory and practice. 

The separation of Church and State has been our great 
bulwark of religious freedom in America. It has insured 
a policy of equal treatment of all religious bodies by the 
national government. It has afforded to every Church 
an equal opportunity to develop its inherent possibilities. 
It has thereby provided a spiritual climate favorable to 
good will and codperation among Protestants, Roman 
Catholics and Jews. 

All who treasure our historic achievement in religious 
liberty and a spirit of mutual respect and friendliness 
among the diverse religious groups must be zealous to 
maintain the principle of the separation of Church and 
State and to defend it against any measure that might 
prove to be an entering wedge for breaking it down. 

It is for this reason that we are firmly opposed to the 
establishment of diplomatic relations between the United 
States and the Vatican. To establish diplomatic rela- 
tions with the Vatican would confer upon one Church 
a special preferential status in relation to the American 
Government. Such an arrangement would be contrary 
to our American tradition. 

A continuing official connection between our Govern- 
ment and the Vatican would also have the unfortunate 
effect of encouraging the un-American policy of a union 
of Church and State. The Roman Catholic Church has 
always advocated such a union; it regards itself, in fact, 
as both a Church and a State. Our nation, since the 
day of its birth, has rejected the union of Church and 
State. Other nations which do not share our traditions 


may feel that there are reasons of practical expediency — 


for maintaining diplomatic relations with the Vatican. 
We do not regard such considerations as weighty enough 
to justify our country in compromising its historic posi- 
tion. A temporary contact for a clearly defined purpose 
of negotiation concerning a specific political or economic 
matter may be arranged if occasion arises, as for example, 
when William Howard Taft in 1902 dealt with the issue 
of the Friars’ Lands in the Philippines. This, however, 


does not require the maintenance of regular diplomatic 
relations. 

If it is argued that it is the Vatican as a State, not as a 
religious institution, with which diplomatic relations are 
established it must be pointed out that in practice it is 
impossible to separate the two. The Roman Catholic 
Church, according to its own conception, is a religious. 
body and a political body at the same time.* It has 
claimed temporal sovereignty even when it has had no 
territory over which to rule. Representation at the Vati- 
can therefore involves a very different pattern of diplo- 
matic relations from those which prevail among other 
states. 

For the United States to have diplomatic relations _ 
with the Vatican would be to have diplomatic relations 
with the Roman Catholic Church. This procedure would — 
set aside the American principle of according all religious 
bodies the same status in the eyes of our government. Such 
a departure from our historic past might even lead to 
an ultimate acquiescence in the doctrine enunciated by 
the encyclical of Pope Leo XIII on “The Christian Con- 
stitution of States,’ which bluntly declared that “It is 
not lawful for the State to hold in equal favor different 
kinds of religion.” What this encyclical condemns is 
what the United States has practiced. 

In taking this public stand we desire to make it 
clear that we are not speaking against Roman Catholi- 
cism as a form of Christian faith and worship. We rec- 
ognize it as one of the great branches of historic Chris- 
tianity. We earnestly seek every opportunity to co- 
operate with Roman Catholics, as Christian brethren, in 
common efforts for the welfare of mankind. But we find 
it necessary to make a sharp distinction between the 
Roman Catholic religion and the political power exercised 
by the Roman Catholic hierarchy for its own institutional 
ends. 

We would also make it clear that we are not passing 
judgment upon the action of the President of the United 
States in sending a “personal representative” to the Vati- 
can, provided this be now treated as a temporary measure 
of a wartime emergency character and not as a precedent 
for the future. We are appealing both to our Government 
and to public opinion for a faithful adherence to our 
American principle of the separation of Church and 
State. We are emphasizing the incompatibility of this 
principle with diplomatic representation at the Vatican. 
We are insisting that we should not now reverse an es- 
tablished policy of which the American people as a whole 
have been justly proud. 
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The Duty of the Churches in the Nation Today 


A Statement adopted by the Council’s Biennial Meeting, 
November 28-30, 1944 


UR NATION, in its origin and history, has been 
O committed to achieving a way of life appropriate 

to man’s status as a child of God. The purpose 
of the colossal sacrifice of this war is to win freedom for 
others as well as ourselves to press on toward that goal. 

Military victory will not of itself establish the better 
world we seek. The achievement of a better’ world will 
require spiritual discipline and moral strength greater 
than that which prevailed before the war. 

We shall face new temptations—relaxation of social 
and individual discipline, the moral hazards of pride 
and complacency, absorption with material goods and 
over-reliance upon technical and institutional contriving, 


the danger of irresponsible and un-Christian use of the. 


unprecedented and in some respects unrivalled power 
which we are gaining. 

For this reason the resources and disciplines of the 
Christian religion were never more essential in our his- 
tory or in the life of any nation than in ours for the 
days upon which we are entering. 

It is the duty of the churches 

To lead this nation to a new dynamic faith in 

God and to a resolute commitment to the great task 

remaining before us, realizing that only that nation 

is great whose God is the Lord; 


To proclaim that in public policy and conduct we 
must recognize the governance of God and the im- 
mutability of the moral law, that the leadership to 
which we are being called may be exercised with 
due humility and under the restraint of moral dis- 
cipline and in codperation with other nations; 


To teach our people, by faithful preaching of the 
Word of God and by the example of their life and 
work in the community, that the way to the achieve- 
ment of true strength and dignity for the individual, | 
the group or the nation lies not in the pursuit of 
selfish interest but in the service of the common 
good ; 

To warn the people against preoccupation with 
the making and acquisition of things, lest things be- 
come the masters of men and we lose our souls in 
secularism; 


To be more aggressive and effective in evangelism 
and Christian education to the end that individuals 
may be won to the acceptance of Christ as Saviour 
and Lord. 


America must not become a pagan nation, decadent in 
its own life and a menace to the world. If the churches 
fulfill their Christian calling by the power of God, 
America will press on toward the achievement of its high 
destiny and lead the world upward to a better day. 


Supporting the Chaplains in Army and Navy 


mission on Army and Navy Chaplains held in Wash- 

ington, D.C., on December 6, a luncheon was given 
to a score of high officials of the Army, the Navy and 
other branches of the government, in the interest of 
building up an appreciative understanding of the work 
of the Protestant chaplains. Among those who were 
present and who spoke briefly at the luncheon, held at the 
Statler Hotel, were Hon. Henry A. Wallace, Vice Presi- 
dent of the United States; General George C. Marshall, 
Chief of Staff of the U.S. Army; Admiral Ernest J. King, 
Chief ef Naval Operations; Hon. Robert P. Patterson, 
Under Secretary of War; Hon. Ralph A. Bard, Under 
Secretary of the Navy. Others who were present by 
special invitation were Senator David I. Walsh, Chairman 
of the Naval Affairs Committee; Vice-Admiral Randall 
Jacobs, Chief of the Bureau of Naval Personnel; Hon. 
Charles P. Taft, of the Bureau of Foreign Economic Af- 
fairs in the Department of State; Colonel George Ijams, 
Deputy Administrator of the Veterans Administration; 
William R. Arnold, Chief of Chaplains in the Army; 
Robert D. Workman, Chief of Chaplains in the Navy, 


| N connection with the meeting of the General Com- 


and a group of chaplains of both Army and Navy. 

Dr. William B. Pugh, Chairman of the Commission, 
presided and presented the distinguished guests. The 
Vice-Chairman of the Commission, Rt. Rev. Henry K. 
Sherrill, gave the main address, interpreting the ministry 
of the Protestant chaplains and the way in which the 
churches are standing behind them. 

At the meeting of the Commission held during the day 
plans were made for the continuance of the magazine 
The Chaplain, which is being issued in codperation with 
the Service Men’s Christian League as a publication pre- 
pared for the sole purpose of helping the chaplains in 
their work. 

Another item of major interest was the steps which 
are being taken to enlist the help of the chaplains in 
recruiting service men for the Christian ministry after 
they are released from the armed forces. 

A report was received from Rt. Rev. Henry W. Hob- 
son concerning his visit, in behalf of the General Com- 
mission, to chaplains in England, France, Belgium and 
Holland. 

The effort to secure an adequate chaplaincy directly 
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related to the churches in the hospitals of the Veterans’ 
Administration engaged the attention of the Commission. 
Dr. Charles M. Griffith, Medical Director of the Veter- 
ans’ Administration, was present and expressed his ap- 
preciation of the steps which had been taken by the 
General Commission and the Federal Council, in col- 
laboration with the National Catholic Welfare Confer- 
ence and the Jewish Welfare Board, in developing a plan 
which all of the religious forces of the country would 
support. 

Bishop Edwin F. Lee, the Director of the General 
Commission, announced that the Maritime Service had 
agreed that in the case of future appointments of Prot- 
estant chaplains consultation would be held with the 
General Commission. 


New Publications 
These Things Must Be: The Heart of Discussions at 
the Sixth National Conference of Church Leaders. 
Antioch College, April 13, 14, 1944. The subjects dis- 
cussed include sharecroppers, tenants and other farmers, 
migrant workers, Japanese Americans, and what state 
and local councils of churches can do to improve race 
relations. Department of Race Relations, 297 Fourth 

Avenue, New York 10, N.Y. Ten cents. 
Negro Churchmen Speak to White Churchmen. A 
statement prepared at the request of the Federal Coun- 
cil’s Commission on the Church and Minority Peoples by 


Religious Book Club Selection 


According to Paul 


By HARRIS FRANKLIN RALL 


This volume seeks to bring together the two approaches to Paul which 
have been commonly separated, the historical and the theological. It 
considers Paul historically—using the results of critical scholarship, 
viewing him in the setting of his day, and setting forth the first great 
interpretation of Christianity, that “according to Paul” Its ultimate 
interest, however, is to inquire what help Paul can give us in our tas 


of interpreting the Christian faith today. 


The Constant Fire 
By Allan K. Chalmers 


Quit You Like Men 
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a committee of its Negro members, under the chairman- 
ship of Dr. Benjamin E. Mays, and approved by the 
other Negro members of the Commission, then sent to 
Negro churchmen throughout the country for their sig- 
natures. Commission on the Church and Minority 
Peoples, 297 Fourth Avenue, New York 10, N.Y. Ten 
cents. 


Brotherhood—Our Unfinished Task. Materials for 
Race Relations Sunday, February 11, 1945, and Brother- 
hood Month, including a service of worship and pro- 
grams for church schools, for young people’s groups, and 
for women’s groups, also information for speakers on the 
subject of race relations. Department of Race Relations, 
297 Fourth Avenue, New York 10, N.Y. Price of Mes- 
sage $1.00 a hundred; complete packet of program sug- 
gestions $4.50 per hundred. 


Labor Conventions 

James Myers, Industrial Secretary of the Federal 
Council, arranged for special contacts of local ministers 
and churches with delegates to the national conventions 
of the American Federation of Labor and the Congress 
of Industrial Organizations in November. At New 
Orleans, where the A.F. of L. met, Dr. James A. Crain, 
Secretary of the Department of Social Welfare of the 
United Christian Missionary Society, Disciples of Christ, 
and Rev. David Burgess, the new minister to union labor 
in the South, of the Congregational Board of Home Mis- 


The Children of Light 


and the 
Children of Darkness 


A Vindication of Democracy a’ d a 
Critique of its Traditional Defence 


By Reinhold Niebuhr 


“A realistic approach to the principal 

political probiem of our day and an i:m- 

portant contribution to philosophy” 
—Philadelphia Inquirer $2.00 


The Genius of 
Public Worship 
By C. H. HEIMSATH 


“A treasury of description and under- 
standing of the rationale of the varie- 
ties of Christian liturgy, written in 
such a way that the layman can easily 
understand:’—Springfieid Republican 


ry $2.50 
Highroads of 


$2.75 


A positive and vigorous book that 
sees Christianity as the one power- 
ful driving force that brings cour- 
age and confidence to a tottering 
world. $2.00 


By Carl H. Elmore 


Youth and its problems are the 
subject of this important, forth- 
right, and helpful guide to the de- 
velopment of personality — written 
especially for young people. $2.00 


CHARLES SCRIBNER'S SONS, NEW YORK 


the Universe 
By J. G. Johnson 


This “introduction to Christian philos- 
ophy” is for the general reader as well 
as for classes and discussion groups, 
“An unusual book” 

—Religious Book Club Bulletin $2.50 


at your bookstore 
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HISTORY OF Y.M.C.A.- CHURCH 
RELATIONS IN THE UNITED STATES 
S. Wirt Wiley 


Fundamental relations that are conducive to more and bet- 
ter co-operation between the churches and the Y.M.C.A. 
are of supreme importance because it is essential that their 
total impact upon a needy world be as fruitful as it can be 
made. This matter concerns not only official denomina- 
tional bodies and the National Council of Y.M.C.A.’s but 
also local churches and Associations. Mr. Wiley’s study, 
based on long experience in Y.M.C.A.-church relationships 
and extensive research, provides informative background 
for all those concerned with policies and practice in this 
field. A book which every minister should read. ie 


| HAVE SEEN GOD WORK 
IN CHINA 
Sherwood Eddy 


From his thirty years of contact with the Christian move- 
ments of China, Mr. Eddy gives a thrilling account of the 
contribution of Christianity to the progress of education, 
public health, better government, and the organization of 
social services. His realistic story is a panorama of the 
liberalizing movements in the many faceted Chinese Revo- 
lution and considers fully the problems and dangers which 
beset China today. $1.50 


CHRISTIANITY AND 
THE CULTURAL CRISIS 
Charles D. Kean 


This searching study is for thoughtful readers who are con- 
cerned with changes taking place in the social order. Mr. 
Kean, who is a minister with a background of college teach- 
ing and some journalistic experience, deals with basic prob- 
lems of our civilization and contemporary culture. He 
bluntly challenges several widely accepted ideas and theories, 
including economic determinism. The only solution to our 
troubles, he contends, is the acceptance of a religious in- 
terpretation of life. In this volume are resources for dis- 
cussion and the makings of sermons. Although the discus- 
sion is philosophical, it deals constantly with the stuff of 
daily life. $2.00 


SECTARIAN WELFARE FEDERATION 
AMONG PROTESTANTS 


Leonard A. Stidley 


A large problem facing Protestant Churches today is the 
financial status of their welfare organizations in Community 
Funds. This critical study, which analyzes the Federation 
of Protestant Welfare Agencies of New York City and com- 
pares it with other religious and non-sectarian organizations, 
clarifies and evaluates the essential nature and function of 
Protestant social work. 


Association Press 
347 Madison Avenue New York 17, N. Y. 
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sions, spoke in several churches. They also helped ar- 
range, with the codperation of Dr. W. R. Vivrett, Presi- 
dent of the Ministerial Union, and Dr. J. S. Land of the 
First Presbyterian Church, a special luncheon of Prot- 
estant ministers, Catholic priests and Jewish rabbis 
with an equal number of nationally known delegates to 
the A. F. of L. convention. Mr. William Green spoke 
on relations of the Church and labor and friendly dis- 
cussion followed. Mr. John Frey, President of the Metal 
Trades Department of the A. F. of L., also spoke at a 
meeting of New Orleans ministers and businessmen. 
The Chicago Federation of Churches, through its In- 
dustrial Committee, codperated with the Federal Council 
in a program during the C.I.O0. Convention. Mr. John 
Ramsay, Community Relations Representative of the 
United Steelworkers and an active member of the Indus- 
trial Division of the Federal Council, gave over a week’s 
time to help make arrangements. As a result twelve 
Chicago churches had labor delegates as speakers, and a 
large number of Chicago ministers, called by the Chicago 
Federation of Churches, were addressed by Mr. Ramsay. 


Haven House 


JAMES W. KENNEDY $2.00 


Designed to provide a technique for devotional life 
and to give specific help with spiritual and personality 
problems. Written in story form to capture and hold 
the interest. A special drawing makes vivid the rooms 


of Haven House, from which people go with faith re- 


stored, hope renewed, and love born again. The author 
is Rector of All Saints’ Episcopal Church of Richmond, 
Virginia, and conducts a daily radio devotional period 
known as “Haven.” 


JOHN KNOX PRESS, Box 1176, Richmond 9, Virginia 


HIGGINS BOOK EXCHANGE 


Send us three books, either Sermons, Essays, Children Stories, 
etc., with one dollar and receive three similar books. We carry 
the latest and the old standbys. Send good books and you will 
receive good books. Mail by book rate, four cents for the first 
pound and three cents thereafter. We cannot return your books 
but will refund money if not satisfied. ; 


Higgins Book Exchange, Blandford, Mass. 
MARYVILLE COLLEGE 


MARYVILEE, TENNESSEE 

A liberal arts coeducational college related to the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S.A. Highest academic rating. 

Average annual enrolment pre-war decade 816 from 45 states. Charges 


approximately $183 each semester for tuition, fees, room, board; also 
self-help opportunities. Campus 320 acres. 


RALPH WALDO LLOYD, D.D., LL.D., President. 


_PROTESTANTS! BE INFORMED AsouT THE ORIGIN, 
PRINCIPLES, ACHIEVEMENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES OF 


THE PROTESTANT FAITH 


BOOKLET, POSTPAID, 25 CENTS 
Order from the Author and Publisher 
REV. GEORGE A. CRAPULLO, 73-60 194th St., Flushing, N. Y. 
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Announcing 


The BIBLE and the 


Common Reader 


The Presiding Bishop's Book 
for Lent 


EARTH MIGHT 
BE FAIR 


By Richard S. Emrich 


This book deals with man and his relationship to God, 
showing that man is truly man only when he lives in de- 
pendent fellowship with his Creator. When man is centered 
in himself, seeking to be independent, he becomes a restless 
and anxious creature inevitably becoming a slave of the 
world. Only by a rebirth of man himself, and by his in- 
corporation in the Christian Church can he have peace 
with himself, or in fellowship with man. It is his relation- 
ship to God which is the source of man’s dignity, freedom, 
equality and responsibility. He is most truly man when 
he acknowledges God which is the true meaning of life. The 
author is professor of Christian Ethics at the Episcopal 
Theological School and Rector of St. Gabriel’s Church in 
Marion, Massachusetts. $1.50 


By MARY ELLEN CHASE 


This famous novelist’s book on how to read 
and appreciate the Bible “has captured the 
real spirit of the Bible . . . clear, lively, and 
vigorous.” —Philadelphia Inquirer. $2.50 


The Gharoh 


Looks Forward 


By the late WILLIAM TEMPLE 


THE PREDICAMENT | Here is the Archbishop of Canterbury’s 
OF MODERN MAN charter for mankind, the significant last 


By D. Elton Trueblood utterance of a man who stood at the fore- 
“Dr. Trueblood’s brief book is one of the most search- front of Protestant leadership. $2.00 
ing and stimulating statements I have yet read con- 
cerning the present crisis.’—Harry Emerson Fosdick. 
“Unsurpassed as a concise and penetrating analysis of 
our situation, in itself dynamic and corrective.”—Paul 
Scherer. $1.00 


Behold the Man 
THIS CREATED 
WORLD | By RALPH L. WOODS 


By Theodore Parker Ferris Pi i 
A treasury of opinions, observations, and 


“ ... an excellent treatment of the relation of God to interpr i i 

his creation. It has great intellectual appeal without i passer Eye at jeses sae rye Se ie 
sacrificing the demands of faith. It is a work embody- every age, from every land, from eighteen 
ing on every page the highest standards of integrity and i 3 
excellence.”—Living Church. “A book for the layman a ee oe ans con 
who wants to get a clearer and intelligent understanding tion. $3.00 
of his faith in relation to this world of ours.”—Church : 

Management. $1.50 


SAY YES 
TO THE LIGHT Pastoral Work and 


e 
By Allan A. Hunter Personal Counseling 
“To the practical guidance which he offers concerning 
the meaning of the teaching of Jesus for individual By RUSSELL DICKS 
lives and the reasons for following it, Dr. Hunter adds P . 
a spirit of high hope oe ae the pee for Linking traditional pastoral work with mod- 
courageous endeavor. e book is conceived in con- Sate ; 
crete terms.” —Christian Century. “A good book for ern psychiatric method, this handbook for 
any one who is concerned about the dullness that war the average pastor will help him help others 
all too quickly produces in our consciences and spiritual t di h 
sensitiveness.”—Presbyterian Outlook. $1.50 0 adjust to the sorrows and problems of 


life. $2.00 


At Your Bookseller 


HARPER & BROTHERS 
49 E. 33rd Street New York 16, N. Y. THE MACMILLAN COMPANY - 
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Convocation on Town and Country 

Six hundred forty-five persons residing in forty states 
and Canada, from twenty-six denominations, partici- 
pated in the second annual National Convocation on the 
Church in Town and Country, held at Elgin, Ill., Novem- 
ber 14-16, 1944. The Convocation is an informal as- 
sembly of individuals held under the auspices of the 
Home Missions Council, the Federal Council of Churches 
and the International Council of Religious Education. 
During the year 1944 plans were matured for the par- 
ticipation of the International Council in the work of the 
joint Committee on Town and Country, which had pre- 
viously represented the Federal Council and the Home 
Missions Council. Recommendations of the Convocation 
are made to numerous church agencies. 

In the “keynote address’ Dr. Henry S. Randolph, 
director of the Town and Country Unit of the Board of 
National Missions of the Presbyterian Church in the 
U.S.A., called upon the local churches to assist young 
people to become owners of farms, to set up credit unions, 
to encourage codperatives and to further efforts for soil 
conservation. Dr. Randolph urged support of the Farm 
Security Administration, and called for rural church 
action for the security of farmers and their families on 
the land “even to the point of taking issue with the 
large commercial interests in agriculture.” 

Dr. Randolph urged the rural churches to engage in 
more codperative action and to work with numerous 
community agencies for rural progress. He asked the 
churches to address themselves both to individual evan- 
gelism and “the saving of the community.” 
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At one session two pastors reported the details of 
projects they had conducted in the encouragement of 
farm ownership. Rev. Calvin Schnucker, now of Du- 
buque University, told about an eight-year program in 
which, through the efforts of one local church, the pro- 
portion of farm owners in an Iowa parish increased from 
34 percent to 66 percent. The minister’s study was a 
center of information and the place for leadership in 
the church project. 

Rey. Eugene Smathers, of Big Lick, Tenn., described 
a project whereby the local church, with the codperation 
of the Board of National Missions, had in four years 
settled twenty-four families on the land, aiding them 
in the purchase of machinery and other equipment and 
assisting them in organizing codperatives. The project 
now has land holdings worth $14,000. 


Whom We Delight to Honor 


For 31 consecutive years Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer of 
Philadelphia has served the Department of Evangelism 
of the Federal Council as its Recording Secretary. He 
was elected to this office on September 16, 1913. 

The Department held an appreciation luncheon for 
Dr. Schaeffer at the George Washington Hotel in New 
York at which Rev. E. G. Homrighausen presided. Those 
who gave brief messages of appreciation were: Dr. George 
Richards, Dr. Wm. F. Klein, and Dr. Samuel McCrea 
Cavert. 

An illuminated framed scroll was presented to Dr. 
Schaeffer by Dr. Cavert in recognition of his long term 
of service. 


eNews of State and Local Cocneralion 


The Field Department, in submitting its 
report to the Biennial Meeting of the Fed- 
eral Council in December, presented a sum- 
mary of developments in field organization. 
This summary showed that the trend to- 
ward one inclusive interdenominational 


above 


Women only, while 24 additional 
states have a Council of Church 
Women in whole or in part re- 
lated to other state councils listed 


3 states have no state-wide codperative 


oe 


. The strengthening of the church’s re- 
ligious radio ministry over local sta- 
tions through field counseling, training 
clinics and the development of a radio 
field counseling manual 

The guidance of the special codpera- 


Re 


agency for interchurch coéperation con- 
tinues. Major developments in this direc- 
tion occurred durmg 1943-44 in Iowa, New 
Jersey, New Hampshire, Nexth Dakota and 
Virginia, while the study of closer rela- 
tionships continues in Pennsylvania. 


Summary of Present State 
Coéperative Organizations 


32 states now have an inclusive Council 
of Churches 

3 states have both Councils of Churches 
and Councils of Religious Educa- 
tion 

3 states have Sunday School Associa- 
tions 

3 states have Home Missions Councils 
or Conferences : 

4 states have Councils of Church 


organization 

New councils of churches with full-time 
executive leadership were established dur- 
ing 1944 in Topeka, Kans.; New Bedford, 
Mass.; and San Antonio, Texas; while 
church councils in Hartford, Conn.; Al- 
bany, N. Y.; Pasadena, Calif., and Provi- 
dence, R. I., expanded from part-time to 
full-time executive leadership. 

The New Directory of American Co- 
operative Christianity, recently completed 
by the Inter-Council Field Department, re- 
ports: 

127 city and county councils with em- 

ployed executive leadership 

243 city and county councils with vol- 

untary leadership 

1400 ministerial associations (estimated) 

Listed as new tasks for Field Adminis- 
tration during 1945 were: 


tive wartime services of local churches 
into the more permanent forms of co- 
operative service 
3. The increase in number and strength 
of local agencies of interdenomina- 
tional codperation 
4. The encouragement of the efforts of 
denominations to reinforce the work 
which their churches carry forward 
through state and local councils of 
churches 
There were 54 new staff appointments. 
made by. state and local councils of 
churches during 1944. There were 48 such 
appointments reported during 1943. 


Visitation Evangelism 


The Buffalo Council of Churches re- 
ports that there were 205 new accessions. 
resulting from the Home Visitation Evan- 
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gelism program participated in by eleven 
churches from October 22 to 27, 1944. The 
largest number of accessions were by four 
churches as follows: First Methodist 
Church 58; Central Presbyterian Church 
48; Lafayette Presbyterian Church 30; On- 
tario Street Methodist Church 21. 


“The Light Shall Not Fail” 


“Go Back to Church You and Your 
Family” was the title for the special 
church section of the Illinois State Journal- 
Register for Sunday, November 11, 1944. 
The section consisted of twelve pages of 
pictures of all the churches and their pas- 
tors in Springfield, Ill. The section was 
sponsored by twenty business firms. Under 
the caption “The Light Shall Not Fail” 
was the following statement presented by 
the sponsoring firms: 

“The churches and synagogues of 
America of every denomination are co- 
operating in behalf of greater tolerance... 
greater generosity and understanding . . . 


greater goodwill among people and in- 
dividuals in dealing with the problems of 
our time. You can make this a better 
world to live in by supporting your church 
not only by your attendance but by your 
personal faith in and loyalty to the things 
for which it stands.” 


Objectives of a Christian 
Youth Council 


Wichita reports that a Christian Youth 
Council is to become a reality there and 
lists the following objectives envisioned for 
it by the Planning Committee: 

1. To strengthen and encourage the youth 

work in each local church. 

2.To discover needs and areas of service 

in the community and find local church 
groups that would be willing to serve 
and fulfill these needs. 

3.To work together on those projects 

which would call for united youth ac- 
tion and which could be done better 
together. 

4. To present to all youth a challenge for 

Christian service. 


YOU ARE ASSURED A REGULAR INCOME 


WHEN YOU HAVE AN ANNUITY WITH 
THE BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
sé tter receiving your assured income for life, your money goes 
on extending God's Kingdom throughout the world in the preach- 
ing of Christ’s Mission and extending in His name helpful min- 
istries in schools, colleges, hospitals, aid for the blind, deaf, 


halt and maimed. 


For Your Security 


SEND THIS COUPON 


Please address DP | 


DR. H. H. UNDERWOOD 


65 
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ANNUITY PAYMENTS | 
YEARS CONTINUOUS | 


BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 
of the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. 


Please send me a Free copy of your annuity 
booklet “INCOME assured for YOU.” 
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5.To reach the unreached youth of the 
community for Christ and the Church. 


Cincinnati Council Sponsors 
Hymn Sings in Churches 


Co6éperating with radio station WKRC, 
the Council of Churches of Greater Cin- 
cinnati has inaugurated a series of “hymn 
sings” to be held in various churches of 
the city during the fall and winter. 

Representatives of all the churches in 
the city will be combined in a joint chorus. 
John William Ulrich, chorister of the Price 
Hill Evangelical Reformed Church, will be 
in charge. Pastors will be asked to speak 
briefly on the message of the hymns. 

The “sings” will be held on Sunday eve- 
nings at monthly intervals. An hour and 
a quarter will be given to congregational 
singing, supported by the chorus, of the 
best of the old hymns and the best of the 
new ones. Thirty minutes of each pro- 
gram will be broadcast by radio station 
WKRC, with 5,000 watts power on a fre- 
quency of 550 kilocycles. 


Religious Education 


in Tioga County, N. Y. 


The Tioga County Council of Churches 
has voted to employ two full-time Direc- 
tors of Weekday Religious Education and 
Vacation Church Schools. These Directors 
will supervise the codperative weekday and 
vacation program of the churches through- 
out the county. The President of the 
Council, Rev. Theodore Conklin, of 
Oswego, N. Y., has announced that the 
budget has been underwritten for this 
enlarged program and the Council is now 
considering applications for the two staff 
positions. 


Sacramento Church News 


The first issue of The Sacramento 
Church News appeared in October. It con- 
sists of a four-page edition and states that 
“its editorial policy will be one of unre- 
served open-mindedness to suggestions 
from every responsible source but especially 
from church leaders.” It will be a mid- 
monthly, and will seek to keep before the 
members of the churches the interests and 
work of Sacramento’s united Protestan- 


tism. -Congratulations, Sacramento Coun- 
cil of Churches. 


Support of the 
Ecumenical Church 


: The Missouri Council in October car- 
ried in its paper, The Missouri Church 
News, a part of a Ten-Point Peace Pro- 
gram of Union Avenue Christian Church 
of St. Louis. “Because of the necessity 
for cooperation among the denominations 
of Christendom, if the church is to make 
its influence felt significantly in the world 
after the war, Union Avenue should give 
Increased support to all federated move- 
ments of the Church including the Metro- 
politan Church Federation, the Missouri 
Council of Churches, the Federal Council 
of the Churches of Christ in America and 
the World Council of Churches.” 


January, 1945 


Toledo Council’s 


Executive Board Procedure 


The Toledo Council of Churches, under 
the leadership of Rev. C. Clark Shedd, 
Executive Secretary, has adopted a plan 
which is making the meetings of the Ex- 
ecutive Board more interesting and is reg- 
istering an increased attendance. 

In September the emphasis was placed 
upon the Christian Education Department 
covering Youth Activities through the 
Young People’s Federation, the relations 
with the Educational Institutions dealing 
particularly with a survey of freshmen in 
the high schools who are newcomers to 
the city and as yet unrelated to any par- 
ticular church. The names of the students 
with addresses and church preference, 
where stated, were turned over to the pas- 
tors of the city. The weekday religious 
education program, the oldest continual in 
the nation, had the highest enrollment in 
ten years with fourteen teachers under the 
supervision of Mrs, Oral H. Jones. 

The October meeting gave special con- 
sideration to the Court Work Department 
with Rev. Porter French as Director. 
Present procedure and future plans were 
brought to the attention of the Board by 
Mr. French and members of the Court 
Work Committee. 

In November the Department of Re- 
ligion and Health, the first to be estab- 
lished in the country in connection with a 
city council of churches, was given ample 


time to survey the field in counseling in 
which it is pioneering. Dr. Carroll A. 
Wise heads up this work. 


Series of Interracial Clinics 


The Race Relations Committee of the 
Michigan Council of Churches has pro- 


jected a series of Interracial Clinics in five. 


Michigan cities. Rev. Irving K. Merchant, 
Field Representative of the Christian Com- 
mission for Camp and Defense Communi- 
ties, has assisted the Michigan Council staff 
in the planning and conducting of these 
clinics, designed to help all residents of the 
communities involved to live together as 
brethren. 


Staff Changes 


The Council of Churches and Christian 
Education of Maryland-Delaware an- 
nounces the employment of Miss Ruth W. 
Lee as a case worker for the Negro 
churches in Baltimore. The Negro 
churches contributed more than $2,000 for 
this project, and the Department of Social 
Relations is adding $1,600. Miss Lee who 
comes from the Phyllis Wheatley 
Y.W.C.A., Washington, D.C., is a grad- 
uate of Shaw University, Raleigh, N. C., 
and of the Howard University Graduate 
School of Social Work. She will be liaison 
worker between the churches and the 
Juvenile Court. 

Dr. Francis R. Casselman has been in- 
vited to serve as Acting Director of War 
Housing Area Chaplains, succeeding Rev. 
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respect but page size it is the same as the 
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We believe the Pocket Edition will be well 
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smaller edition for pocket or pocketbook. 
Price: 5 cents per copy in quantities of 10 
or more to one address. MAIL YOUR 
ORDER TODAY to 
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Robert L. Kincheloe who has gone to Chi- 
cago for graduate study and the ministry 
of activities at the First Congregational 
Church. 

Rev. Paul M. Orso, a graduate of 
Gettysburg Seminary, is the new chaplain 
at the City Hospitals and Marine Hospital. 
The Lutheran Inner Mission Society and 
the Council both cooperate in this united 
project. - 

Dr. Walter S. Hertzog, formerly of 
Chapman College and earlier a member of 
the Church Welfare Bureau Staff, has been 
transferred to serve the Los Angeles 
Church Federation and the Southern Cali- 
fornia Council of Protestant Churches as 
Secretary of Field and Finance. 

Dr. W. H. Murphy, formerly minister 
of the Second Presbyterian Church of 
Tulsa, Okla., has been appointed Execu- 
tive Secretary of the Tulsa Council of 
Churches. 

Mrs. Maxine Semones has been appointed 
Executive Secretary, on part time, of the 
Oklahoma Council of Churches. 

Dr. Alexander Dodd of Bangor, Maine, 
has been appointed the Director of the De- 
partment of Religion and Health of the 
Toledo Council of Churches. He will 
succeed Dr. Carroll Wise, who has resigned 
in order to accept a call to the staff of the 
Hennepin Avenue Methodist Church in 
Minneapolis. 

Miss Josephine Svenson has accepted an 
appointment to the staff of the Denver 
Council of Churches in the field of chil- 
dren’s work. 


* The Book x 
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Service 
Flag! 


The Book for 
Every Minister 
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the Service 
Men’s Welfare. 
“Real, firsthand stories and testimonials 


of battlefield religion which’ make gripping 
reading.”’—Tampa Times. 


“A collection of firsthand experiences of 
the nation’s fighting men and their spiritual 
reactions to war.’—Arkansas Democrat. 


“This collection... is the most read- 
able, spiritual biography of the war. Many 
religious and military leaders have contrib- 
uted chapters.”—Christian Herald. 


FAMOUS CONTRIBUTORS to this vital 
new book include such names as Vander- 
grift, Arnold, Poling, Stidger, Oxnam, and 
Knickerbocker. 


DRAMATIC PICTURES taken by official 
photographers on every fighting front and 
on shipboard show the men’s interest in 
religion. 
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- Among the New Books - 


The Principles of Christian 
Ethics 


By Atsert C. Knupson 
Abingdon-Cokesbury Press. $2.75. 
This very useful book, by the dean 
emeritus of Boston School of Theology, is a 
personalistic interpretation of Christian 
ethics. Man is conceived as a divinely en- 
dowed, autonomous, worthful moral per- 
son. ‘The author’s approach to his sub- 


ject puts him in opposition to those theo- 
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logians who find the key to ethical obliga- 
tion wholly in God’s unmotivated love 
rather than in man’s moral nature, that 
is, his “capacity for moral experience.” He 
rejects the extreme devaluation of man 
found in Reformation theology and in its 
contemporary revival, as well as the sharp 
distinction between nature and supernature 
in medieval theology. But he holds that 
the Reformation “introduced into the secu- 
lar world a new moral dynamic.” 


Dr. Knudson’s system of ethics is thus 
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anti-dualistic, in opposition both to Catho- 
lic ethics and to that of the Barthian 
theologians. It is also anti-dualistic in 
psychological terms: man’s moral nature is 
a quality of the whole person. The author 
is optimistic rather than pessimistic regard- 
ing the world, though not romantically so. 
He makes a place for rugged discipline, re- 
jecting the motion that for the Christian 
divine empowerment, as grace, displaces 
the imperative of the “ought.” He insists 
on genuine moral freedom, rejecting de- 
terminism both in its philosophical and its 
theological form. 

But for all these “liberal” aspects of his 
thought the author is a realist about sin— 
the allegedly weak point in liberal theology. 
To be sure, man is not “morally dead” 
(Augustine and Calvin): but he certainly 
is not “morally well” (Pelagianism). “So 
exacting are the demands of the moral law 
that we find ourselves unable to meet 
them. . . . There is no longer any place 
for pride and self-sufficiency.’ A new 
emphasis is needed on spiritual conversion, 
with definitely ethical content. 

Dr. Knudson does not escape difficulty 
in dealing with the principle of perfection. 
Here the moral requirement is found to be 
absolute. “There are no moral holidays.” 
Yet he concedes that perfection is beyond 
realization in this life. On the other hand, 
he insists that where there is no power to 
the contrary there is no guilt. He attempts 
resolution of this conflict not in dialectic 
terms but on this wise: Perfection, in the 
New Testament, is grounded in the nature 
of God, not in that of the moral law. “We 
are to act in our sphere as he does in his 
that we may be children of our Father who 
is in heaven.” Perfection is a “theoretical 
possibility,” attainable under divine grace, 
and the obligation to seek it remains. If 
Dr. Knudson has not fully resolved the 
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difficulty here, it may probably be said 
that no theologian has done so. It is all 
of a piece with the antinomy of deter- 
minism and freedom. 

Self-realization as an ethical ideal is dis- 
cussed in relation to the concept, enriched 
by Reformation teaching, of the Christian 
“calling.” Vocation embraces and sancti- 
fies all “rights” that a Christian may claim. 

The state and the family are treated as 
in some sense “orders of creation,” yet with 
less connotation of fixity than in European 
theology and in a liberal, “social-gospel” 
context. The Church is less an “order” and 
more a dynamic ethical institution—as well 
as a worshipping community. It must 
never “be the Church” in an isolationist 
sense. The Church is critic of the state, 
but not its rival; both have made false 
claims to absoluteness. War falls under 
relative, not absolute, judgment, as do the 
various elements of the existing economic 
order. 

One does not have to be a theologian to 


extract much wisdom from this book. 
—F.E.J. 


The Negro in American Life 
By JoHN BECKER 
Sponsored by the Council Against Intoler- 
ance, New York, $1.00. 


This is a series of photographs with strik- 
ing captions illustrating the fact that the 
American Negro is a farmer, a worker, a 
writer and a hero. Outstanding artists, 
writers, singers, athletes, scholars, war 
heroes and defense workers are presented. 
The collection of pictures has one very 
serious defect in that the church life of 
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Negroes is not mentioned within the covers 
of the publication. The organizations, 
leaders and contributions to American cul- 
ture, such as Negro spirituals and religious 
thought, make church life one of the most 
important elements in Negro life and in 
white-Negro relations, especially in the 
South. 


Conserving Marriage and the 
Family: A Realistic Discussion 
of the Divorce Problem 
By Ernest R. Groves 
Macmillan, $1.75. 


This book was written by request to 
help people decide what to do when their 
marriages are not going well. It is a wise 
book of counsel which: should help to re- 
build American life in its most essential 
unit, the family. The author protests 
against the common and pathetic idea that 
divorce is a cure for unhappiness. He 
points out that when there is difficulty be- 
tween a husband and a wife an appeal to 
the court greatly increases the trouble and 
makes a reconciliation more difficult in the 
many cases in which reconciliation is the 
best thing for them. The author’s long 
and extensive counseling experience has 
convinced him that many people rush into 
divorce without analyzing their difficulties 
and without counting the long-time costs 
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of what they are doing. The essence of his 
appeal is, “Before you get a divorce you 
must do your best to be sure that your 
reason for unhappiness is genuine and that 
there is'no hope of your being rid of it.” 
People should use every resource and skill 
to make marriage succeed. Whenever 
necessary they should seek expert counsel. 
In any case they should not allow hurts 
and impulsive emotions to push them to- 
ward the divorce court. 

The first part of the book deals with 
commonly recognized motives looking to- 
ward divorce such as_ unfaithfulness, 
quarrelling, disappointment with a partner, 
sexual maladjustment, trouble with in-laws, 
disagreement about children, and _ strife 
about money. Following this the author 
takes up certain unconscious motives which 
bulk large in family maladjustments, in- 
cluding fixation, emotional immaturity and 
simple boredom. 

For those who, after considering every 
aspect of their situation, become convinced 
that divorce is the only way out, the book 
gives counsel as to sound procedure for 
making sure that the legal aspect of their 
situation is understood. 

The counsel: given in this book, if fol- 
lowed, will save many marriages which are 
potentially sound though at present ailing. 
Its suggested techniques and analyses of 
situations will also offer to pastors and 
other counselors much valuable help in 
their own counseling. Its essential prin- 
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ciples will prove valuable also to people 
who have never thought of divorce but 
who have, as all married people do, the 
problem of adjusting difficulties and of 
growing into greater emotional and per- 
sonal maturity. —L. F. W. 


Beyond the Night 
By E.more M. McKee 


Scribner’s. $2.50 


The “night” of which the rector of historic 
St. George’s in New York speaks is the 
darkness of a civilization which does not 
know how to avoid the tragedy of war, 
racial bitterness, and class strife. But there 
is a “beyond” which the author sees because 
of his confidence in the reality of God and 
his faith that Christ affords sure guidance 
for mankind. Twin notes of realism about 
the present world and of idealism about 
the possible world of the future run through 
the volume. 

That “victory” is possible is the central 
theme—victory over “disillusionment,” over 
pride, over hatred, over indecision, over 
separation, over abandonment, over death. 
An evangelistic quality and urgency of 


appeal appears in every chapter. The 
author makes the reader see that there is no 
hope for the future unless men learn to 
take Christ seriously, unless the sin of 
self-centeredness can be overcome, and 
unless the Christian Church can fulfill its 
mission of making mankind conscious of 
its oneness. 

The style is marked by imaginativeness 
and a skilful use of illustrative material. 
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AND WE “When a boy breaks an arm,” says Dr. Werner, ‘we do some- 


thing about it. When a family is hungry, we see to it that food 

ARE is provided. But when life is broken in hidden ways. or a heart 
; hungers for completeness, we are neither as ready nor as able 

WH ; : to help.’ For these troubles arising out of the human nature of 
OLE people, Dr. Werner offers twofold aid: the psychological means 

for understanding and treatment, and the creative resources of 


AGAI AY Christ for empowerment. His personal work in counseling is well 


known to preachers and leaders everywhere, and his book is 
rich in illustration from life cases in his own experience. $1.50 
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The future of the Christian world depends on an enlightened 
public opinion. Peace aims and postwar problems are not neces- 
sarily confined to statesmen and economists. They should be the 
concern of every thinking man and woman in the nation. Since it 
is not possible for ail of us to know firsthand the conditions and 
circumstances relating to the present world crisis, it follows that 
we must depend on those who, by position and profession, have 
this knowledge. Included in these lectures are the information 
and opinions of statesmen, professors, and other astute studenis 
of world affairs, on a variety of problems pertaining to the post- 
wear world. Some of the topics are regional; others deal more 
specifically with social, economic, or political problems. All of 
them are international in their significance. Study groups on 
postwar planning will find this volume invaluable. $2 
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In thoughtful, reverent mood Dr. Weatherhead deals with the 
-questions which arise in the hearts of everyday people when 
they try to understand the significance of the Crucifixion. Early in 
his discussion he declares: “The truth is too great to be tucked 
neatly into any theory. In this book I try to suggest an interpre- 
tation which carries my own mind further than any other theory.” 
And so, beginning with the human factors which brought Christ 
to the cross, he goes deeply into every phase of Jesus’ ministry 
relating to the Crucifixion and brings us a fresh vision of the 


Saviour and his mission to humanity. A rich source of sermon 
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Meeting young people on their own ground is not always easy. iF 7 : 
but Dr. Chappell does it in these vigorous, pertinent discussions P 
of problems every young person has to meet. Based on sound 


psychology and everyday common sense, his famous “folksy” WERE 
philosophy finds new avenues of expression in what may be 


called his practical, workable ‘‘design for living.” Not only the 
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vital illustrations sparkle through the pages like summer light- 
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The great problem of illiteracy—the 
world’s greatest blight today — will 
be a first order of business for every 
Government as soon as the war is 
over. And thanks to a new and in- 
genious method devised by a devoted 
Christian missionary, millions will be 
learning to read so quickly, and with 
such comprehension, it will seem al- 
most like a miracle. 


But what will these millions be 
reading? Will they read political dog- 
mas or religious doctrines of antago- 
nistic ways of life? Or shoddy tales 
of human frailties? OR will their 
reading be the World’s Greatest 
Book—the. Holy Bible—the Chris- 
tian Gospel of good-will toward all 
men—the way of life which has stood 
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ae for the world-wide distribution of 
the Scriptures wherever need exists. 


, Yes, every Christian has a respon- 
sibility that cannot be avoided, a _ 
challenge that must be met. : 


Fortunately, the tools to do this + 
great work are already at hand. The 
Bible has been translated and printed 
in the languages of the great masses 
—1062 in all, including Braille for 
the blind. The American Bible So- 
ciety is ready, able and eager to act 
for you in publishing and distributing 
the Scriptures. Much hard work has 
been done, but much more remains. 
Funds are urgently needed and the 
appeal is to YOU. 


The American Bible Society wel- 
comes outright gifts from individuals 
or organizations. For those desiring 
to give and receive at the same time, 
the Society offers an Annuity Agree- 
ment, which thousands have found 
provides a generous income while ~ 
gratifying a spiritual longing to do 
good for mankind throughout the 
world. 


Today—right now—fill out the 
coupon to the left and you will re- 
ceive full details of the Annuity Plan 
by return mail—no obligation of 
course. 


